Talking points for CEO Appeal Video

· Our organization has been a proud supporter of United Way for the past (# OF YEARS)
· United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania has been consistent in its leadership in solving community issues, all while being transparent, collaborative, strategic and effective in solving problems
· They focus on preventative strategies to make sure short-term problems today don’t become unmanageable issues in the future.
· That is why ORGANIZATION NAME continues to support the United Way workplace campaign year after year.
· It’s no surprise that when the events of 2020 unfolded United Way was a key player in the immediate relief efforts.
· When the crisis hit, United Way was there, doing what they were built for…identifying community issues, developing solutions to address them, establishing meaningful partnership and making an impact for those in need. 
· It should be no surprise that this year, we’ve seen families and individuals who never ever before needed to ask for help … desperately needing it.
· They are people who will continue to suffer lost wages.  Children whose schooling has been disrupted and need more help than ever getting back on track. They are our older citizens and those with existing health issues who feel isolated and vulnerable.
· They are the reasons that our United Way workplace campaign this year has never been more important and why I am hoping you will stand with me and give generously this year if you are able.
· Because we don’t know how long this health crisis will last.  But do know that United Way will continue to be at the forefront of bringing solutions to bare for those who are in need.  
· We also know that without our support, they would not be able to do what they do.
· Your generous financial commitment to United Way … combined with your co-workers and other workplace campaigns from around the area … is a literal lifeline for families who will have been hit hardest.
· It’s normal to feel overwhelmed by the challenges facing our community. But United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania makes it easy for all of us to become a vital part of the solution. 
· We know that United Way will be focused this year on supporting individuals and families who are working hard to overcome the burden of lost wages due to the pandemic and trying to regain financial stability.  With that in mind, we strongly encourage you to support one or all of these highly effective initiatives: 
· First--  United Way’s Impact Fund that supports essential programs such as United Way’s 2-1-1 24/7 hotline for human services.
· Second--  United for Struggling Families.  The name says it all. This is to help families who are facing homelessness, hunger and need help regaining their financial footing.
· And thirdly.  The Emergency Basic Needs Fund.  This fund provides short-term immediate financial assistance to people and in the aftermath of the pandemic the needs continue to grow
· It’s times like these that define who we are.  I am proud of our organization, it’s employees and those who have already begun to step up to help our community.  I look forward to celebrating our results this year and more importantly, knowing that we all had a hand in lifting our community up during this unprecedented time of need
· Thank you.
